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Dranne Benson's collection of Peter Hugar's photographs, primadly from promotional work the artise did

e

for her Dianne B. stores in Manhatan, have been on view bately in a Hujar

retrospective ot the Morgn Library (“Blanket in the Famous Chair™ above center) and ac Chsties auction house, where a sizable number of images from her collection were for
sale. Clochowass from above befe, “Orh, "Thank God,™ a poeteaiz of Ms, Benson; “BFae™ (M3, Benson's design sssstant “You Wouldn't Dare™ (Lon Goldsteink “Forbidden Fruie™ (Drasad

Wingnaroawiez), and a poreait of Edhwl Eichelberper from 1981,

A Downtown Chronicler’s
East End Connection

By JENNIFER LanNDEs

I £ was a time of spiky hair and expenmental fash-

gon, sct 1o the beat of disco, hip-hop, pank, and
gharm., Mew York Cary was direy, gritey, and cven
dangerous, after dark and in neighborthoods like
Times Square, now pentfified into 1t o version af
Dhisneyland. The exubemnce of the sexual revalution
in previeus years waned and then evaporated as
AlDS emenged and a multitude of creative voices
were exnnguished while waiting for 2 cure,

This waorld and the convergence of ant and Bishion
that was possible during that time are being cclebaat-
cd through the photography of Peter Hupar, who is
having a moment in MNew York Cay,

At the Morgan Libeary there i3 “Peter Hujar
Speed of Life,” a cclebration of his achicvements and
the Morgan's own sizable archive, on view through
May 20. Hujar was a pontraitist and chropicler of
downtown life in the pericd berween the Stonewall
upsing in 1969 and the ATDS ensis before the dis-
case took his own life in 1937, His imapes, the Mor-
gan said, "eome 2enoss 25 more empathetic than those
of an older artist, Diane Arbus, and more soulful and
psvehological than those of 3 younger one, Rober
Mapplethome.”

Included in that exhibition is an image of the anist
Malcolm Modey thar Hujar took on the beach in East
Hampaon around Chrstmas in 1976,

In additon, severl of the artst’s photographs in
the collection of Dianne Benson made up the entire
sale of his work in Christic’s photography auction on
Friday. Some photos sold far above their estimaces,
while others did not sell ag all,

At the Morgan s another work, “Blanket in the
Famous Chair,” borowed from Mo Benzon, who
now lives in East Hampaon, She collaborsted with
Hujar over severl years for images for her Dhanne
B. stores im Manharttan, which she owned and oper-
ared in the 1970s and 19805, Ar the Chistics sale,
*David Wojnarowicz in Bed,” a pomrait of the anist
and activist, who was a lover and then prosépé and
longtame friend of Hujar’s, features the same blanker.
(Wonarowice died of AIDS in 1992.)

“Hujar was one of the most active and influcntal
figures of the lively downtown MNew York an scene
dunng the 1970s and 19202 Christies noted in it
catalog. Ms. Benson's store was “a cutting-sdge bou-
tcue” eredited with being the first po impon designs
by Issey Mivake and Jean-Paul Gaultier.

*I was fortunate to be in the business of fashion

when the mixing of it and arc was noncommencial
and combusted spontancoushy,™ Ms. Bensen said ne-
cently, She first worked with Hujar in 1999, and “al-
though he was paricular and moody, he liked our ex-
change because, | think, ke had ol freedom.”

In the following vears, “as a way of differentizting
— o one would say branding — my Dianee B,
stores, [ worked with many grear artises in the same
sart of exchange." She paid 2300 o her amist collab-
oreeors and ran the ads in Intenview (“when it was the
retl thing™). These included up-and-comers of the
time such as Mapplethompe and Cindy Sherman,

“OH course, not with Cindy, but wiath the others,
sormetimes I was the subject in the pictures, and other
times they decided che scenano. Bur 1 always wenr
back 10 Peter because his ideas excited me the most
and I loved his unpredictabalary cowpled wath his sense
-l}'l-l_:-:_'ml.':'. T ri;.-.a:-r. :u'u_! |1i.:. im&m;:'u.wc 0f1 |:|_1|.i|5['_.'."

An image from her collection was on the Christie’s
catalog cover and the lots were featured in a special
“spodlight™ section inside. Incleded were two photos
of Ms. Benson in Mivake silks. Crher images inched-
i portraits of her design assistant at the ome and a
number of notable people in the downown creanye
fickds of the day.

In addition w serving a5 magazine adveniss-
ments, five of the images in the sale were pan of
a set of postcards the spore sent out for Christmas
in 1983, Her "“Twelve Perfect Christmas (Gifis
From Dianne B.” consisted of Hujar's images and
others featunng models in clothing and gift items.
In “Forbidden Fruit,™ part of the serics and in the
auction, ‘Wojnarowicz eats an apple in 2 Mivake
shire. (The print sold for 318,750.)

In another photo in the auction, “Ethyl Eichel-
berger for Dianne B. in Jean-Paul Gaulaer,™ from
1931, Hujar chose the drag performer to wear the out-
fix Mis. Benson wanied o featune in an Interview ad,
“1 saiel, "Peter, this is the outfie. Put ic with myy ivory
bracelecs. Put it on anyone you wish in any way." This
wias Craulier’s early early career, notice the pnnted
begs, etc This was not the nosm in 1999, (That im-
ape sold for 515000.)

“I beved it. He loved g Ar thar time no one knew
how Famous or iconic these artises would become, [es
nice to think | pue myself in the nght place at the
right time. [ call chem the great old days"™

Colleetion of Davne Beeor, Peter Hugor ArcbicelPocel Mol Galiery, Neww YordlFrambed Gallery, San Frosdeo Pt

“The Philip Glass Ensemble in Clothes From Dianne B is onc
of pwo images of the group from 1984 dhar were in the Christie’s
zale. Both are considered 1o be unique prings.

“Haorse in West Viemnia Mountains” shows another side of
the armst, who ook photographs of animals throughout his
carcer. This onc is from 1969,




